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in which Lord Birkenhead was cast for the office of Secretary of
State for India. Since the Swarajists under C. R, Das had
proved so  intransigent  towards  Lord   Olivier,  one  would
a priori have expected them to be still more intractable, when
faced by a dominative personality like Lord Birkenhead *s.
The contrary, however, was true: and one is forced to conclude
that C. R. Das, who could not think of cultivating people who
were notoriously the friends of Indian Liberals, had not the
slightest scruple to run after Lord Birkenhead at the very first
opening, since, if successful, all the kudos would have accrued
to him, the Deshabhandu, alone. In a famous speech of his,
made at Faridpur, he thus responded to an exhortation of Lord
Birkenhead's to disown the Terrorists: "Violence cuts at the
root of that consolidation without which Swaraj is impossible.
Violence is sure to be followed by more violence on the part of
Government and repression may be so violent that its only effect
on the Indian people would be to check their enthusiasm for
Swaraj/' Not enough with this, he added elsewhere in this
speech that, "Independence is a lower ideal than Dominion
Status in the great Commonwealth of Nations called the British
Empire" and even went so far as to declare that " Independence
may well be in certain circumstances a complete negation of
Swaraj." What if a mere Moderate had dared to say such
things I Das's own followers, it must be said, were petrified by
this change of front, on his part: but all further developments
were cut short by his sudden death, which took place only a
month after his Faridpur speech, in June 1925. To a condolence
meeting in England Lord Birkenhead and Lord Reading (who
was on a short visit to England at the time) sent messages of
sympathy.

The evolution of the Swaraj Party, it must be admitted, was
far from edifying. Mr. Gandhi had realized how things were
shaping, and at Belgaum had spun himself snugly into a cocoon
of Khadi, leaving the Congress field to the politicians. The